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striking. We are told, on p. 282, that the images in the Greek church
were restored by Theodora, widow of Leo the Armenian, and on p. 296
we have the curious passage, ' But the Arian Ostrogotbic rulers declared
that they had succeeded to the Roman empire's power over the churcL
Indeed the Theodosian code was practically incorporated in the Visi-
gothic code in 506 by Alaric II. Consequently, Odoacer issued a decree
forbidding the alienation of church property.' Mistakes in Latin words
and phrases might be regarded as printers' errors if they were not so
frequent and conspicuous. We have pater patrae, Turtullian, Bythinia,
Monophistic, d-omus (for dcminus), &c. The professor seems throughout
to be adapting himself to an audience of limited knowledge and capacity ;
but if this is the case, he should have drawn his historical outlines so as
to give a clear and accurate impression. One cannot doubt that his pupils
would gain information, and guidance towards further information, from
the lectures, but the advisability of publishing them is not beyond question.
Of their literary style the less said the better. A. G.

Les Catacombes de Rome, byM. Maurice Besnier (Paris: Leroux, 1909),
is admittedly an introduction, intended to put students and visitors
in possession of the results of the last fifty years' discoveries; but it is
scarcely up to date, for, though it notices the so-called Petrine baptistery
at St. Priscilla and two of the newly opened subterranean basilicas, it
does not call attention to the more important basilica of St. Sylvester
reconstructed two years ago ; no number of the Nuovo BoUetino since
that of 1906 seems to have been consulted. This detracts from the value
of the work, but no doubt local differences and disputes make it very
difficult to keep pace with the latest discoveries in Christian archaeology.
Otherwise the manual is well arranged and carefully written; its biblio-
graphy is specially useful. The author only represents the current local
feeling in the guarded and indecisive way in which he deals with disputed
matters; whilst he is clearly against the cult of St. Filomena, which is
founded on the misapprehension of one inscription, he does not hesitate
to throw doubts on the Christianity of Flavius Clemens and Acilius Glabrio
or to suggest that the vexed question as to the number of martyrs and
others who bore the names of Agnes, Lucina, &c, may be solved by
assuming that they are merely mystic surnames. There has recently
been too much confident assertion in the reports of catacomb excavations
and their exact significance, and it is well that a book such as this should
not at once set its seal to any one of the many interpretations which have
been proposed on every occasion. H. M. B.

Excavations at Toathill and Mdandra and The Raman Fort at Man-
chester, edited by Mr. F. A. Bruton (Manchester : University Press, 1909),
are somewhat belated reports of excavations made in 1906-7 in and near
Manchester. The first, a stout pamphlet, brings little grist to the historian's
mill, for the Toothill diggings proved nothing,historical and the Melandra
diggings were mere fragments. The large and copiously illustrated
volume on the Manchester Fort deserves more attention. The Manchester
excavations were not without result. If the date when the fort was fir3t
planted remains so obscure that the two chief writers on the point differ
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widely about it, and the date when the fort came to an end is admittedly
unknown, still the size of the fort has been confirmed at about five acres
and knowledge advanced in other details. Moreover the volume contains
miscellaneous contributions to the history of Roman Manchester which
may be of use to the archaeologist.. Professor Tait points out how and
why the Roman name of the place is unknown, freely quoting Dr. Bradley'?
article in this Review (xv. 496). Dr. Hicks, now bishop of Lincoln,
writes well of Mithraism, though the peg on which his article hangs is, in
reality, not demonstrably Mithraic. The illustrations of Roman pottery
may interest students of the new Roman ceramical chronology, though the
text to these plates is not altogether satisfying. The minute account of
the coins, compiled by Dr. Conway and his colleagues, ought to be noted
by numismatists. Historians would probably have been more pleased if the
contributors to the volume had combined to write a methodical account of
Roman Manchester and its antiquities. But perhaps the time for that
was not yet. At any rate, whoever tries the task will have reason to be
very grateful to Mr. Bruton and his colleagues for much material of real,
if somewhat uneven, value. S.

The First Annual Report of the Liverpool Committee for Excavation and
Research in Wales and the Marches (Liverpool: University Press, 1909)
deserves a welcome because it opens up a prospect of much-needed investi-
gation of Welsh archaeological sites under skilled direction, comprehensive
organisation, and adequate equipment. A first report is in the nature of
things tentative, and it was inevitable that more should be said in it of
what the committee proposes to do than of what has been actually
accomplished. Yet apart from two ' preliminary reports,' mapping out
future possibilities of work, Mr. Newstead has already contributed to the
society an interesting addition to our knowledge of the Roman wall on
the east side of Chester, and Mr. Evelyn-White publishes an elaborate
account of excavations made in 1908 at Caerleon, each article being
copiously illustrated. The chief preoccupation of the committee at
present is Roman antiquities, but it also looks forward to work in other
fields, and expects important results from the excavation of early monastic
localities such as Whitland and Bangor-on-Dee. It is much to be desired
that the sites of these ancient houses of religion should be carefully
examined ; though it may be permitted to doubt whether the material
remains of early Celtic monasticism are sufficiently solid to have survived
the ages, especially when later buildings have in many cases been erected
on or near them. Norman and post-Norman monasteries are a more
hopeful field, though few Welsh monasteries are likely to yield results
of more than local importance ; but medieval castles are after all the
best archaeological monuments in Wales, and it may be hoped that the
committee will early turn its attention to them. Our only complaint
as regards this most encouraging report lies in the fact that there is not
so much as a line of suggestion that Wales is a land of castles. T.

The principal task that Mr. A. W. Wade Evans has set himself in
his Welsh Medieval Law; being the Text oj tlte Laws of Howel the Good
(Oxford : Clarendon Press, 1909) is to present an accurate text of the Laws
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